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ENGAGED RESEARCH & INNOVATION FOR 
SOCIETAL IMPACT



The World is Facing Complex 

Societal Challenges

Act local& think global



Research as a bridge
between society and 
evidence informed 
Action!



Call to Action!

άΧ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ are also a part of our societies. WhatΩs the 
point unless the accumulated knowledge, insight and vision 
are put at the service of the community? With the privilege 
to pursue knowledge comes the civic responsibility to 
engage and put that knowledge to work in the service of 
humanityέ.  

President of Ireland Michael D. Higgins, 2012

Third Mission  



HORIZON EUROPEENGAGED RESEARCH IN IRELAND



Third Mission ςPrioritised in HEI National Policy

Chapter 5 of the Irish National Strategy for Higher Education 
to 2030

άIƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ 
in the social and economic contexts of the communities they 
ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜΦά

Part of Universities Mission-based Performance Compact
Section 5.5

Enhance Engagement with industry and community and 
embedded Knowledge Exchange

Engagement ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ YŜȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ όY{hΩǎύ м-3 of 
the Higher Education System Performance Framework. 



www.campusengage.ie/groups/campus-engage-charter-higher-education-civic-and-community-engagement

National Priority given to Engaged Research (2014)

8

http://www.campusengage.ie/groups/campus-engage-charter-higher-education-civic-and-community-engagement


http://www.research.ie/sites/default/files/er_report_2016_web_final.pdf

IUA Campus Engage: Engaged Research Report

https://www.campusengage.ie/what-we-do/publications/



National Engaged 

Research Trainers 



Third Mission: UCC Strategic Plan 2023-2028

¦//Ωǎ mission is to create and sustain an inclusive 
environment and culture to enable transformative research 
and learning for the enrichment of society and stewardship 
of our planet: 

άWe recognise that the ΨǘƘƛǊŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ, 
engagement, is at the heart of the future vision and policy 
direction for higher education in Ireland and 9ǳǊƻǇŜΧ²Ŝ 
promote this mission of collaboration and co-creation with 
society, embedding a university-wide culture where staff, 
students and external partners feel valued and supported to 
deliver engaged research, community-engaged learning and 
public ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέΦ



UCC Strategic Plan 2023-2028

GOAL 1.4: Transform ¦//Ωǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ the 
implementation of engaged research and open
research, underpinned by academic integrity, and ethical and 
responsible practice.
ά!ŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ support staff and students to embrace a range of rigorous research 
approaches and methodologies that share a common interest in collaborative 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ΨǿƛǘƘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǿƛǘƘƛƴΩ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέΦ

GOAL 1.1: Embed impact mapping in our research ecosystem so that 
all researchers can articulate the links between their research and 
global grand challenges via theframework of the UN SDGs. Prioritise 
research where UCC can have maximum impact. 
ά9ƴǎǳǊŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ societal, cultural and economic impact through active cross-
disciplinary collaboration with our communities, across the city and region, 
nationally and ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅέΦ



Engaged Research of the Year 2021
Prof Brian Ó Gallachóir

ENGAGED RESEARCH & INNOVATION FOR 
SOCIETAL IMPACT

Engaged 
Research of the 
Year 2022: Prof 
aŀƎƎƛŜ hΩbŜƛƭ

Engaged Research of the Year 2023
Prof Patricia Leahy-Warren and Dr. Katharina Swirak



Research assessment by research funders 
should consider disciplinary, multi-, inter-, 
and trans-disciplinary research as well as 
contributions to knowledge generation and 
scientific, technological, economic, cultural
and societal impact.
Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment

Pact for Research and 
Innovation in Europe: Value 
Creation and Societal and 
Economic Impact: Active 
Citizen and Societal 
Engagement in Research 
and Innovation.
European Research Area

ENGAGED RESEARCH & INNOVATION FOR 
SOCIETAL IMPACT



HORIZON EUROPEHORIZON EUROPE

SOURCE: HORIZON EUROPE 
STRATEGIC PLAN

PERSPECTIVE ON ENGAGED RESEARCH:

Å Researchers must provide ñclear and succinct 
information on how citizens, civil society, and end user 
engagement will be implemented within the project,ò 
recognising this may include: 
Å Co-design activities; co-creation activities; co-

assessment activities; and engagement through 
methodological approaches.

Å Researchers must be able to articulate how the project 
contributes to the outcomes of specific calls, and how it 
is linked to wider impacts.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/funding/documents/ec_rtd_horizon-europe-strategic-plan-2021-24.pdf


A New Horizon for Europe: Framework 

(Key Impact Pathways)



HORIZON EUROPEHORIZON EUROPE: MISSION FOCUS

ñEU Missions are a new 
way to bring concrete 
solutions to some of our 
greatest challenges. They 
have ambitious goals and 
will deliver concrete 
results by 2030.

They will deliver impact by 
putting research and 
innovation into a new role, 
combined with new forms 
of governance and 
collaboration, as well as 
by engaging citizens.ò

SOURCE: HORIZON EUROPE MISSIONS

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe_en


ÅHigher Education - Third Mission

ÅDemocratising science through knowledge co-creation 
with and within society 

ÅInclusiveness and equality through recognising 
different forms of knowledge(s)

ÅPartnership for the goals (SDG 17)

ÅTransdisciplinary: Research Boundary Crossing

ÅTransnational - local to global challenges

ÅContributes to Local , National, European and 
International Policy Context

ÅImpact for Society, Scientific, Economy, etc. 

Why Engaged Research Matters?



Engaged Research & Innovation

2
Collective 

transdisciplinary
approach

1
Bringing 

beneficiariesinto 
the research & 

innovation process

3
For societal value 

and impact



CampusEngage
Irish Universities Association

https://www.campusengage.ie/wp-

content/uploads/2018/12/Framework_for_Engaged_Research_May_18_Web.pdf

Describes a wide range of rigorous 
research approaches and methodologies 
that share a common interest in 
collaborative engagement with the 
community and aim to improve, 
understand or investigate an issue of 
public interest or concern, including 
societal challenges. Engaged research is 
advanced with community partners 
rather than for or about them.

https://www.campusengage.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Framework_for_Engaged_Research_May_18_Web.pdf


http://www.research.ie/sites/default/files/er_report_2016_web_final.pdf

IUA Campus Engage: Engaged Research Report

https://www.campusengage.ie/what-we-do/publications/



The European Declaration of 
Engaged Research was signed by 

University and Municipal 
Leadership at the UNIC CityLab 

Festival in Oulu, Finland 

on the 15th of June 2022

ά!ƴ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀ 
wide range of comprehensive 
research approaches and 
methodologies that share a common 
interest in collaborative engagement 
ΨǿƛǘƘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǿƛǘƘƛƴΩ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ



What is Engaged 
Research?

ά!ƴ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
describes a wide range of 
comprehensive research 
approaches and methodologies 
that share a common interest in 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ΨǿƛǘƘΩ 
ŀƴŘ ΨǿƛǘƘƛƴΩ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ

European Engaged Research Declaration (UNIC) 

Carayannisand Campbell, 2014

Academia 
+ Government
+ Industry 

+ Public

+ Environment



Engaged Research is an overarching term that describes a wide range of 
comprehensive research approaches and methodologies that share a common 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ΨǿƛǘƘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǿƛǘƘƛƴΩ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 

ÅCommitted to academic freedom and the public good.

ÅNurtures democratic competencies through participation in research - from defining research 
need, to the co-creation of knowledge and equitable and reciprocal knowledge translation. 

ÅCommitted to sustainability, and inherently transdisciplinary, it explicitly builds awareness of the 
interconnectedness of our social-ecological systems.

ÅRespects different knowledge traditions (expertise, practice, experience, wisdom).

ÅEmancipatory and transformative social justice orientation - consistently pursuing intersectional 
understanding towards greater social solidarity, diversity, inclusion and equity.

UNIC European Declaration of
Engaged Research (2022) 



Engaged Research Approaches



Design ThinkScience ShopsCo-Operative 

Inquiry

NAVIGATING THE óENGAGED RESEARCHô HIVE
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The Engage 2020 Action Catalogue Approaches andMethodologies

http://actioncatalogue.eu/

http://actioncatalogue.eu/


HORIZON EUROPEENGAGED RESEARCH FRAMEWORK



What is Engaged 
Research?

ά!ƴ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
describes a wide range of 
comprehensive research 
approaches and methodologies 
that share a common interest in 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ΨǿƛǘƘΩ 
ŀƴŘ ΨǿƛǘƘƛƴΩ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ

European Engaged Research Declaration (UNIC) 

Carayannisand Campbell, 2014

Academia 
+ Government
+ Industry 

+ Public

+ Environment



https://www.ucd.ie/publicengagement/t4media/Avocado%20UCD%20PE.pdf

HORIZON EUROPECONSIDER THE SPECTRUM OF ACTIVITIES



https://www.ucd.ie/publicengagement/t4media/Avocado%20UCD%20PE.pdf

HORIZON EUROPEC0 - GENERATING IDEAS WITH STAKEHOLDERS

Quadruple       
Helix

Academic


