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WHY? …Brain drain trends Europe 2022
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‘European brain drain’

Europe is currently not 
managing to “attract new 
talents” nor to “retain the 
best and brightest minds 
here in Europe” – overall 
there is a flow out of Europe, 
particularly towards US.

Red / orange = net outflow



Evolution of brain drain trends
2001-2010 and 2011-2020



Objective 1 of the Strategic Plan 2021-2026, ‘Improve and enhance the quality of 
research,’ includes among its priorities “attracting international talents and 
enhancing those already present at the University”; in particular, Action 1.7 
consists of “Hiring winners of high-level qualification grants with direct calls.”

Embedded in our policies
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To improve the quality of research and attract international talents, the
University has implemented various strategies that can be summarized
with the slogans Brain Gain and CAREER +.

The strategies



S. GIOBBE / ECONOMICS

MALCANTON /  HUMANITIES
FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Prelievo su margini progetti
Proposta del gruppo di lavoro di Ateneo

Some more data @Ca’ Foscari





EU funding for research @ Ca’ Foscari



Ca’ Foscari and the italian landscape

Top 20 italian universities - European Research Council grants awarded in 
Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe as Host Institution



ERC in EUTOPIA

EUTOPIA Alliance and ERC grants as Host Institution
in Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe



S. GIOBBE / ECONOMICS

Positive impacts brought
to Ca' Foscari by ERC

Improvem
ent of 

University 
regulation

s

Improveme
nt of 

supporting
services

Positive 
impact 

on VQR

-ERC
grants

ERC

Monthly top-up on Pis’ stipend, 
discount on teaching, internal
procedure for direct hiring of ERC 
winners

Thanks to ERC grants and 
excellent publications

> 43 millions since 2010
Ca’ Foscari places among the first 
10 university in Italy for grants HE, 
also thanks to ERC

• In the pre-award phase
• In the post-award phase
• ERC Board (since 2022)

FARE, Marie Curie, etc.

Further
grants

acquired by 
ERC PIs

Prestige
At the national and 
international level



 

 

 

Support during the 
pre-award phase

Support to 
portability

Incentives and 
awards

Support during the 
post-award phase

Focus: Ca’ Foscari support to ERC

Improvement
of University 
regulations

Improvement
of supporting

services



Ca' Foscari research managers
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by the 
researcher's 
sideall the 

way



ERASMUS

MARIE-CURIE

ERC

STARTING

GRANT

ERC

CONSOLIDATOR

GRANT

ERC

ADVANCED

GRANT
For Students

For Post Doc 
Junior Researchers

For Researchers/ 
Junior Professors/ 

Associated Professors

For Full Professors/ 
Senior Professors

For Senior Professors

Stairway to heaven
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30 ERC Grantees a Ca’ Foscari dal 2010



Paese Contributo EU su Horizon Europe % sul totale

Totale € 35.369.838.286,44 100,0%
1 Germany € 6.182.164.339,77 17,5%
2 France € 4.509.880.216,65 12,8%
3 Spain € 4.171.728.594,85 11,8%
4 Italy € 3.363.561.526,07 9,5%
5 Netherlands € 3.309.234.138,12 9,4%
6 Belgium € 2.490.764.678,98 7,0%
7 Greece € 1.542.397.050,57 4,4%
8 Sweden € 1.310.888.806,88 3,7%
9 Austria € 1.245.956.164,59 3,5%
10 Denmark € 1.146.070.690,39 3,2%
11 Finland € 1.121.150.875,35 3,2%
12 Portugal € 934.144.465,28 2,6%
13 Ireland € 857.513.956,77 2,4%
14 Poland € 596.651.027,58 1,7%
15 Czechia € 449.017.553,64 1,3%
16 Slovenia € 325.504.794,36 0,9%
17 Cyprus € 285.169.729,17 0,8%
18 Romania € 269.774.767,16 0,8%
19 Estonia € 234.514.027,51 0,7%
20 Hungary € 182.432.933,97 0,5%
21 Luxembourg € 174.139.269,81 0,5%
22 Bulgaria € 158.254.865,96 0,4%
23 Lithuania € 145.325.634,74 0,4%
24 Croatia € 127.810.969,06 0,4%
25 Slovakia € 100.141.198,73 0,3%
26 Latvia € 93.556.771,65 0,3%
27 Malta € 42.089.238,83 0,1%

Horizon Europe - Countries
Dashboard - 23/01/2025



Horizon Europe: italian universities
Horizon Europe Dashboard 23/01/2025



Grazie !

Dario Pellizzon

Dirigente Sistema Bibliotecario. Area Ricerca e CESA
Università Ca' Foscari Venezia
dario.pellizzon@unive.it
Dorsoduro 3246 | 30123 Venezia 
Keep on talking ok

https://www.unive.it/pag/9756/
https://www.unive.it/pag/11609/
https://www.unive.it/data/strutture/111767
mailto:dario.pellizzon@unive.it
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